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found to have suffered greater damage than the pages
more in the centre of the volume.

To protect the first and last pages, and to make a neat
connexion between the book and its cover, the binder
adds some white or coloured paper called 'end-papers'.
As the turn-in of the leather stains plain papers, it has
long been the custom in leather binding to make the
actual paste-down leaf, that is the leaf pasted on to the
inside of the cover and the first flyleaf, of a mottled
paper. The most interesting of these are what are called
'marble3 papers. Although marbling paper is a process
that has been used for some hundreds of years, the
possibilities of the method have not yet been exhausted.

To 'marble' paper, prepared colours are sprinkled
on to a bath of size, the floating colours are combed or
stirred in various ways, and the resulting pattern is
picked up on a sheet of paper which has been previously
washed with a solution of alum. This is a messy business,
but is great fun to do. The great merit of the process is
the variety of its results, and to waste almost incredible
skill in producing large batches of marble papers that
are almost exactly alike, as is done to meet the trade
demand, is a foolish use of a process that so readily
produces charming variety. Cheap imitation marble
papers are reproduced by lithography, but, besides
being flat and lifeless compared with true marble, these
are nearly always printed on soft and worthless paper.
Marbling is also used for decorating the edges of books,
and especially for the edges of account books. Generally
speaking, the patterns used for this purpose are about as
uninteresting as misdirected manipulative skill can
make them. Sometimes, for heavy books or books sub-
ject to hard wear, the end-papers are made with a cloth
or linen joint, and for fine binding a joint is sometimes
made of thin leather. For publishers' case books a single